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A Time for New Beginnings
By Fr. DeViese

W

ith the Season
of
Advent,
Holy Mother
Church enters
into a new
liturgical year, a new beginning in which the Faithful
once again commence the
year-long journey through the
history of salvation that begins with anticipating the
Birth of Our Lord and Savior , drawing us through the
Paschal Mystery of His Passion, Death, and Resurrection,
and directing us always toward the Second Coming in
glory.
This holy Season,
then, invites us to renew our
own commitment to that universal call to holiness which the Second Vatican Council states is at the root of our baptismal dignity—a call that demands of us
a continual process of conversion, of reforming our lives, of renewing our commitment to be disciples of Christ Jesus on a daily
basis.
Much the same as with the secular New Year of January 1st, Advent is an excellent time for us to take stock of how we have
progressed in our relationship with Jesus Christ over the past year. Have we grown in our prayer life, or has it stayed the same?
Has our attendance and participation at Mass become more or less intense? Are we better, more devout Catholics now than we
were this time last year? As a pilgrim people, we are called continually to move forward, to draw closer to Christ and to improve
steadily in our commitment to live as Children of God and faithful Sons and Daughters of the Church.
As a parish community, this is also an excellent opportunity for us to shake loose the dust of the past year, to broaden our
horizons in terms of how we as a parish can grow as a community of Faith, and of how we can become more engaged in our
worship of God and in our commitment to serving others.
The bulletin you are holding has been reformatted in order to provide a greater amount of information along with a higher
degree of substantive information that I pray will be beneficial to you as a member of this community. It is the main means by
which our parish disseminates information, yes, but it is also a tool
through which we ourselves can be re-evangelized and renewed in
our desire to take part in the life of our parish community. It is not
merely a news source, but is your invitation to grow in holiness and
Inside: “Up Front” with Mary
to become a more active participant in all that our parish seeks to acHendricks; Weekly Liturgical
complish,.
As we begin this holy Season of Advent, may our Lord enkindle
in you the fire of His Divine Love, that it may grow steadily over
these next four weeks as we await the Birth of Our Savior, and be
ever a light to guide you along the path of holiness.

Schedule; Update on the Capital
Campaign; and much, much more!

“UpFront” with Mary Hendricks
and a lot of freedom, but his only concern was that my last
memory of him wouldn’t have been, “I love you, Mom.”

Such an ominous-sounding Gospel today, huh? The people in
Noah’s day were living life one minute when the flood swept
them away the next minute. People working in the field or at
the mill will be taken into heaven, and some will be left behind. “Stay awake!” Jesus warns. “You don’t know the day
or hour when the Son of Man will return to earth.”

As bad as the accident and his losses were, Son #1 sees all of
it as a positive experience. It entirely changed the way he
wanted to treat the people in his life. He makes it a point to
end every conversation, every single conversation, to those
he loves with “I love you.”

Our family has spent an inordinate amount of time together
in the car, either for vacations or school/work, and we look
forward to and love the long, uninterrupted talks. This Saturday was no different when Son #1 and I drove to Pittsburgh
to visit my new great-nephew.

Jesus tells us to be prepared on this First Sunday of Advent.
We don’t want to hear the worst three words in the English
language: “It’s too late.” We want to hear the three best: “I
love you.”

We talked about his dad and how affectionate he was. Harry
had no embarrassment about hugging the boys and kissing
them when they left the house or telling them he loved them.
Because of his father’s example, “I always tell people I love
them when I leave them,” Son #1 emphatically said. “What if
you never see them again? I always tell Stephen, ‘Love you,
bro,’ and hug him.”

AN UPDATE ON FR. STEVE
We received an update that Fr. Steve
received a good pathology report. Please
send all cards to: Very Rev. J. Stephen
Vallelonga, V.F., 2500 Dudley Ave.,
Parkersburg, WV, 26101. Please continue to
keep him in your prayers.

Son # 1 wasn’t always like that. Yeah, well, you know how
teenaged boys are. They get too big to hug mom or say anything but “Why can’t I?” They’re moody and mad all the
time about...whatever. Hard to tell.
Until he went sailing over the guardrail on I-79 when he was
a high school junior.

SAVE THE
DATE

If you’ve never had the experience of getting that phone call
from the police that your child has been in an accident,
you’re pretty lucky. It ain’t fun. As soon as the officer described what happened and at which mile marker, I was in
the car, on the way to the interstate.

St. Patrick School
annual Christmas
pageant will be
presented at 7pm
on
Wednesday,
December 21.

Driving his truck home from work, Son #1 decided to close
his eyes for a couple of seconds too long. He woke up when
the truck drifted onto the berm. He jerked the wheel too hard
and lost control. The truck clipped the guardrails as it went
over them and flew down a 400-yard embankment, flipping
at least three times. He was not wearing a seatbelt.

The Adult Choir will practice for the
Christmas Liturgies following the
Saturday evening Masses on
December 3, 10, & 17. This is an
opportunity for you to play a part in
welcoming the Christ Child by giving
of your time and talent to the
parish. All are invited to participate.

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY
Our very own Frank Angotti celebrated his
95th birthday on Nov. 21. When you see
Frank, wish him a very happy birthday! May
God continue to bless him!

The driver behind him saw it happen and contacted the police and emergency personnel. Otherwise, it’s hard to say
when they would have found him, his truck upside down,
him on the passenger side. Good thing, because the driver’s
roof was smashed down to the seat.

Pope Francis “Tweets” @ Pontifex

I got to the scene, shaking and scared, as the stretcher was
going into the ambulance. My firstborn son, the one who
taught me the meaning of joy, lifted his head a couple of
inches, made eye contact, and said, “Mom, I love you. I love
you. I love you, Mom.” He couldn’t stop saying it.
Later, he told me that the only thing he could think of was,
what if he died and hadn’t told me he loved me? The boy lost
the truck he loved, the one he had paid for by himself,

Choir Practice

Our life is not a pointless wandering. We
have a sure goal: the house of the Father.
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"Abortion is not a sign that women are free, but a
sign that they are desperate."
Frederica Mathewes-Green

The Traditional Latin Mass at St. Patrick’s

Weekly Attendance & Collection (11/20/2016)
Sat: 111

Sun: 209

General:
$4426.00
Loan:
$430.00
Campaign for Human Development:
$1246.52
Archdiocese of Military Services:
$20.00
Upcoming Collections and Appeals
Dec. 3 & 4: Catholic Sharing Appeal (envelopes are in the pews)
Dec. 10 & 11: National Appeal for the Religious Retirement
Fund
All Christmas Masses: Catholic Charities of West Virginia

whether one receives Holy Communion standing or
kneeling, in the hand or on the tongue, etc. The GIRM
claims that the Church assigns common postures as a
means of seeking to demonstrate the unity of Faith in a
visible manner. However, our Catholic liturgical tradition, which spans 2,000 years and a variety of liturgical
rites in the West and the East, hinges on a unity of Faith
that exists in spite of variations in worship, not because
of it. Thus, any individual who freely deviates from the
norms of posture (which are not a matter of theology but
of discipline) as a matter of conscience can no more be
seen to be rejecting the Church’s authority than if he or
she were to dare to kneel and silently pray during the Entrance Hymn or Offertory!
In summation, as the parish priest, I am obliged to
inform the faithful of Diocesan norms, but I remain without authority to enforce anything which might impinge
upon an individual’s conscience or personal piety.

Liturgical Notes

T

For several years now, our parish has
played host to The Latin Mass
Community of North Central West
Virginia. Through their generous
support, our parish continues to offer
a weekly Traditional Latin Mass (the
Extraordinary Form of the Roman
Rite) All parishioners are welcome
and encouraged to attend the TLM. Please make the
visitors to our parish from the Latin Mass
Community feel welcome as they gather to worship.

A Note on Common Posture

o kneel or not to kneel: that is the question.
Several have made known their observation
that a number of our parishioners are no longer standing following the A gnus Dei (Lamb of
God). I offer here a brief clarification. In
2003, Bishop Schmitt issued a directive establishing for
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston specific common
postures within the Mass. This came as a result of the
publication of the latest version of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) attached to the Third
Edition of the Roman Missal (the one which was fully
implemented in 2011). The GIRM instructs that “[t]he
faithful kneel after the A gnus Dei unless the Diocesan
Bishop determines otherwise” (no. 43). The GIRM further states that to be avoided is any imposition of
“private inclination or arbitrary choice.” As it has been
established in our diocese that the faithful should remain
standing, that is what should happen.
All things being equal, however, there is no shortage of variation of this norm in our nation and even within our own diocese. Ultimately, a priest or bishop may
give instruction, but it is up to the faithful to determine
for themselves that which most effectively “expresses the
intentions and spiritual attitude of the participants” (GIRM no. 42). As an act of conscience, an individual may always adopt a posture most conducive to his
or her own spiritual well-being, and no ecclesial authority may infringe upon that right. This applies not merely
to the sit/stand/kneel of participation at Mass, but applies
rather to all aspects of our worship of God, including
3

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar
Saturday — November 26th
SATURDAY IN THE 34TH WEEK OF ORDINARY
TIME
5:00p Confessions
6:00p Anticipated Sunday Mass for Bettie Jo
Newhouse, by Family
RDGS: Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7b; Lk 21:34-36

Saturday — December 3rd
Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
5:00p Confessions
6:00p Anticipated Sunday Mass for Charlie
Rowgh, by Family
RDGS:
Sunday — December 4th
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:45a Confessions
9:30a Mass for People of the Parish
RDGS: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9, Mt 3:1-12
12:30p Mass (Latin) for The Community of the
Monastere Saint Benoît
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday — November 27th
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:45a Confessions
9:30a Mass for People of the Parish
RDGS: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt
24:37-44
12:30p Mass (Latin) for Jane Myers, by Dan and
Sandra Mick
First Sunday of Advent

Parish Prayer List


Those who are sick: Kar en Bailey (Anna Lee Deter man’s
mom—UHC), Josephine Determan, Mike Riley, Carl Ford
(Lynne Shaver’s father), Tina Barnette, Randy Campbell,
Shawn Campbell, Sal Carmona, Rose Determan, Robert
Fealy, Ed Hubbs, Sara Jane Huntz, Mary Ann Murray, Matt
McCauley, Julieta Rilling, Burke Riley, Jane Taylor, Megan
Westfall, and Jane White.



Those who are homebound or in nursing homes!



Those who have died: May the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.



Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life



Those in RCIA: Br ad Cur tis, J enny Delgado, Michelle
Droppleman, Brandi Francis.



All Military Personnel: Ryan Faulkner , Fr J eff Paveglio,
Alan Hamilton

Monday — November 28th
MONDAY of the First Week of Advent
8:15a Mass for Harold Ellis,
by Junior and Veronica Brumley
RDGS: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday — November 29th
TUESDAY of the First Week of Advent
8:15a Mass for Betty Feeney,
by the Weber Family
RDGS: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday — November 30th
SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE
5:00p Confessions
5:30p Rosary and Miraculous Medal Novena
6:00p Mass for Aliayah Lunsford,
by Dale and Micki Snyder
RDGS: Rom 10:9-18; Ps19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22

Next Weekend’s Ministry Schedule
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016
Greeters: Joe and Amanda Blake
Servers: Briana Franklin, Haley Kiro
Reader: John Collins
Offertory: Kiro family
EMHC: Larry and Luanne Bowers. John Weber
Cantor: Rudy Pascasio

Thursday — December 1st
THURSDAY of the First Week of Advent
8:15a Mass for Marjorie Ruppert,
by the Paul and Linda Ruppert
RDGS: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016
Greeters: Children’s Mass
Servers: Lily Davis, Tom Derico
Reader: Jayna Jerden
Offertory: Children’s Mass
EMHC: Jacob Aman, Danielle Mick, Jim Mehr
Cantor: Joe Derico

Friday — December 2nd
FRIDAY of the First Week of Advent
8:15a Mass for Clarence Weber,
by the Weber Family
RDGS: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 Mt 9:27-31
9:00a Exposition
9:00a Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
11:30a Chaplet of Divine Mercy
12:00p Benediction

December linens - Melissa Allison
December Funeral Greeters - Mary Wagoner, Mary Ellen
Rittenhouse
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Introduction to Advent

or us Catholics, the new Liturgical Year
commences with the first Sunday of Advent. In
this new liturgical year, the Church not only
wishes to indicate the beginning of a period, but
the beginning of a renewed commitment to the faith by all
those who follow Christ, the Lord. This time of prayer and
path of penance that is so powerful, rich and intense,
endeavors to give us a renewed impetus to truly welcome
the message of the One who was incarnated for us. In fact,
the entire Liturgy of the Advent Season, will spur us to an
awakening in our Christian life and will put us in a
‘vigilant’ disposition, to wait for Our Lord Jesus who is
coming:
‘Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yesterday,
not tomorrow, but today, now! The one true God, "the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob", is not a God who is there in
Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but he is theGod-who-comes’ (Pope Benedict XVI, Celebration of First
Vespers of Advent, Vatican Basilica, December 2006).
The Season of Advent is therefore a season of
vigilant waiting, that prepares us to welcome the mystery of
the Word Incarnate, who will give the ‘Light’ to the womb
of the Virgin Mary, but essentially this time prepares us not
only to welcome this great event but to incarnate it in our lives. We could say that the true light enters the world
through the immaculate womb of Mary but it does not stay there. On the contrary, this light flows out into our dark,
obscure, sinful lives to illuminate them, so that we can become the light that illuminates the world. For this reason,
let us live this time of waiting not only to celebrate a historical memory but to repeat this memory in our lives and in
the service of others. To wait for the Lord who comes, means to wait and to watch so that the Word of Love enters
inside us and focuses us every day of our lives.
As Blessed John Henry Newman reminded us in a homily for the Advent Season: “Advent is a time of
waiting, it is a time of joy because the coming of Christ is not only a gift of grace and salvation but it is also a time of
commitment because it motivates us to live the present as a time of responsibility and vigilance. This ‘vigilance’
means the necessity, the urgency of an industrious, living ‘wait’. To make all this happen, then we need to wake up,
as we are warned by the apostle to the Gentiles, in today's reading to the Romans: ‘Besides this you know what hour
it is, how it is full time now for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first
believed” (Rm 13:11).
We must start our journey to ascend to the mountain of the Lord, to be illuminated by His Words of peace and
to allow Him to indicate the path to tread. (cf. Is 2:1-5). Moreover, we must change our conduct abandoning the
works of darkness and put on the ‘armor of light’ and so seek only to do God’s work and to abandon the deeds of the
flesh. (cf. Rm 13:12-14). Jesus, through the story in the
ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES
parable, outlines the Christian life style that must not be
 Tues., Dec. 6, 7pm—Holy Rosary Church,
distracted and indifferent but must be vigilant and
Buckhannon
recognize even the smallest sign of the Lord’s coming
because we don’t know the hour in which He will arrive.  Tues., Dec. 13, 7pm—St. Brendan Church, Elkins
 Tues., Dec. 15, 7pm, - St. Patrick Church, Weston
(cf. Mt 24:39-44)
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AMERICAN GIRL DOLL
(Maryellen Larkin) RAFFLE
Sponsored by St. Patrick School

We’re already planning to Deck the Halls for
Christmas here at St. Patrick’s, and we need a lot of
flowers to do it! Anyone who would like to donate a
Christmas Poinsettia in honor of a loved one (living or
deceased) should contact the parish office no later
than December 17. Each poinsettia costs $15.00, and
will be used to decorate our sanctuary.

NAMES NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS
FOOD BASKETS
If you know someone who could benefit from a food
basket this Christmas, please call the parish office at
304-269-3048. The Catholic Daughters, the church,
and the school have worked together for many years
to insure that those who need it would have a meal
on Christmas.

Chances are: $1 each or 6 for $5

For your convenience, chances will be sold after
Mass on Nov. 26 and 27 and Dec. 3 and 4.
Drawing will be held on December 7.
All items for this raffle were donated by a
parishioner of St. Patrick Church.

Toy Drive
New and gently used toys are being collected
December 11. These items will be donated to
Our Neighbor.

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
You can help feed families at Christmas by donating to the
food drive sponsored by the Catholic Daughters, church, and
school. Items being collected are breakfast foods (pancake
mix, syrup), canned fruits and vegetables, soups, canned
meats, pasta, stuffing, desserts, peanut butter, jelly, mayo,
mustard, ketchup, hot chocolate, instant potatoes.

HELP RING THE CHRISTMAS BELL
Saint Patrick Church is working in conjunction with other area
churches to ring the Salvation Army Christmas Bell at CVS
and Shop-N-Save. The dates we need to fill are Tues., Dec.
13, and Fri., Dec. 16, from 11am to 7pm. Sign-up sheet is in
the vestibule. We ask that you sign up for at least an hour
session. You are allowed to stand inside at both locations to
ring the bell.
HIGH SCHOOL GATHERINGS
All high school students are invited to participate in a weekly
gathering led by Fr. DeViese.
The group will meet on Sunday evenings at 7pm in the upstairs
meeting room of the parish office. Snacks and drinks
provided. Come as you are.

Bring donations to the school or church before Dec. 18.

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL ANNUAL WINTER
CLOTHING DRIVE
Don’t leave others out in the cold this
winter. Donate new or used coats for those
who may not have one. Donations will be
received through Dec. 11 and will be given
to Our Neighbor and the Clarksburg Mission.

PARISH STORE

ROSARY CDS

Need a special gift for Baptism,
First Communion, Confirmation, or
a Wedding? Stop by the parish
store for the perfect gift for these
and all special occasions!

Rosary
cds
are
available by donation.
They
make
a
wonderful present at

any time.

SCRIP
MEETING DATES:

Don’t forget, some scrip cards are available at any time. If
you find yourself in need of last minute gift, call the parish
office to see what is available! Scrip makes the perfect gift!

2017 CALENDARS
The 2017 parish calendars are in the vestibule. Please
pick one up today.

6



The Knights of Columbus regular monthly meeting will
be on Tues., Dec. 4, at 7 in the cafeteria.



The monthly board meeting will be on Tues., Dec. 27, at
7 at the Hickory House Event Center. All officers and
members are invited!

Christmas Concert, A Family Event

I’M IN! CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Dec. 16
Stonewall Jackson Resort
Hosted by The Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Goal: $345,000.00
145 Pledges and gifts to Date: $266,504.50
If you prefer not to make a pledge,
please give through the diocese to
the Catholic Sharing Appeal. Since
we have reached the 50% mark of
that goal, all donations given will
be returned 100% to our parish
throughout the coming months.
“For it is in giving that we receive.”
― Francis of Assisi

Michael Russell O’Brien, a nationally known Christian musical
entertainer, will be performing
locally at Stonewall Jackson Resort in Lewis County, in the ballroom on Friday, December 16, at
7pm. The Christmas concert will
be mixed with his faith stories,
experiences that led him from a
successful career in secular music
to Christian/Catholic, and some
humor along the way. The event
is for the entire family. Several
Catholic Daughters participated in
one of his concerts this summer.
They have expressed a positive
experience with witness to a humble and down to earth man,
with no hesitation to share his love of our Catholic Faith.
The tickets are being sold by our Catholic Daughter group for
$10.00 each, and since this is a family event, a family pack
for immediate family members up to 6 persons will be sold
for $30.00. To purchase a ticket contact a Catholic Daughter,
or call Kathy Sims 304-476-1200. Tickets are also available
at the parish office.

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL UPDATE:

62 gifts = $19,234
112% of goal
We have surpassed our goal! Thank you to everyone
who made this happen. We will receive back, in its
entirety, all donations given to the appeal. This money
will then be applied to our loan repayment. We will
continue our monthly collection for the Catholic Sharing
Appeal on the first weekend of the month.
Thank you to all who have given to this appeal!

Congratulations
Teresa Angotti, Jesse Cunningham, Joe Derico, Jeremy
Garton, Judy Jerden, Mike Jefferson, and Michele
Turner were recently elected to the pastoral council.
We will learn more
about the role of the
pastoral council in
future bulletins.

JENNY GARTON
Car ~ Home ~ Life ~ Health ~ Business
269-1414
51 Circle Heights
Weston, WV 26452
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Peking Chinese Buffet

#3 Marketplace Plaza,
Weston, WV

304 269-6763
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St. Patrick Catholic Church
210 Center Avenue
Weston, West Virginia 26452
www.spchurchweston.net
304-269-3048
Parish Staff:
Rev. James R. DeViese, Jr., J.C.L.
pastor@spchurchweston.net

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Sun., 10:30 - 12:30
Mon. & Tues., 9 - 4
Wed. and Fri., 9 - 1
Thurs., 1 - 8

Mary Mazza Hendricks, Pastoral Associate
pa@spchurchweston.net
Sandra Mick, Parish Secretary
secretary@spchurchweston.net

Sunday Masses: 6:00 p.m., Saturday; 9:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. (Latin), Sunday
Weekday Masses: 8:15 a.m., Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri; 6:00 p.m., Wed.
Confessions: 5:00 p.m., Wednesday & Saturday; 8:45 a.m., Sundays.
Eucharistic Adoration: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Noon, Friday.
Interested in
Advertising in The
Lewis County Catholic
News?
Contact Mary Hendricks:
304-269-3048
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