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Manifesting our Faith at Home 
 

A 
s the Christmas Season draws to a close, Holy 

Mother Church celebrates the great Feast of the 

Epiphany of the Lord. ñEpiphanyò literally means a 

manifestation or a showing forth.  As the original 

Christmas, this was the day more highly regarded and celebrated 

because, while the birth of Christ brings great joy, on Epiphany 

he was made known to the world, represented by the Magi.  Tra-

ditionally this is the day on which gifts are given, in imitation of 

the gifts given to the Child Jesus by the Magi.  In addition to 

this, the Church continues one of her most ancient traditions, 

that of the blessing of homes.  Most of us have probably had our 

homes blessed at one time or another. But Epiphany gives the 

opportunity for a unique and 

special blessing particular to the 

day.  Along with the prayer of 

blessing, which can be done by 

a priest or by the head of the 

household, the door lentil is 

ñchalkedòðmarked in blessed 

chalk with a sign of the Epipha-

ny: the year along with the let-

ters C, M, and B.  The acronym 

CMB stands for both a Latin 

prayer, Christus Mansionem 

Benedicat (May Christ Bless 

this House) as well as the tradi-

tional names of the Magið

Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.   

This year we are presented with another opportunity to 

ñchalk the doors,ò as the expression goes.  This outward sign of 

our celebration of Epiphany is a visible sign to all who enter our 

homes that they are entering the home of faithful Christian, one 

who rejoices in the manifestation of Christ in the world as its 

King and Savior, and one who proclaims year-round the joy that 

is the message of Christmas.  As we have all been marked with 

the sign of the Holy Spirit in Baptism and Confirmation, this 

marking of our homes lets it be known to the all the world.  

True, the chalk mark will fade with time.  But as it does we per-

mit what the sign representsðour Faithðto sink more deeply 

into our hearts and mind, that it may be manifested more fully in 

our thoughts and actions.   

Below is a very brief Rite of Blessing for Epiphany, and I 

encourage all our families at some point this week to take a mo-

ment to gather as a household, to offer this prayer, and to ñchalk 

the doorsò in celebration of Our Lordôs Epiphany. 

Epiphany Blessing 
 

Gathering near the main entrance to the home, the head of 

the household leads the family in this short prayer service. 

 

V.\  In the name of the Father \ and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

R.\  Amen. 

V.\  May peace dwell in this house. 

R.\  And in all who live here. 

 

V.\  O God, by the guidance of a star you revealed your 

Only Begotten Son to the nations.  Grant that we who 

know you by Faith in this life may come to live in 

your presence in the next. 

R.\  Amen. 

 

V.\  Let us pray.   Bless this home, Almighty God, that 

it may be a dwelling of health, chastity, self-conquest, 

humility, goodness, mildness, obedience to the Com-

mandments, and thanksgiving to God the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit.  May this blessing remain upon this 

home, and upon all who live here, throughout this 

year.  Through Christ our Lord. 

R.\  Amen. 

 

The head of the household then takes the blessed chalk 

and writes above the main door of the house, on the exteri-

or, the following inscription: 
 

20 \ C \ M \ B \ 17 

,ÉÔÕÒÇÉÃÁÌ -ÕÓÉÎÇÓ   0ÇȢ ω 
Ȱ5Ð&ÒÏÎÔȱ ×ÉÔÈ -ÁÒÙ (ÅÎÄÒÉÃËÓ 0ÇȢ φ 
7ÅÅËÌÙ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ   0ÇȢ χ 



 

 

UpFront 
with Mary Hendricks 

The Epiphany of the Lord  

Matthew 2:1 -12 

D 
o you have the SkyView 

app on your phone? With it, 

you can hold your phone up 

to the sky, and it will 

identify the constellations. Each 

grouping of stars is outlined with its 

celestial name, and you also can locate 

the Hubble telescope, the International 

Space Station, and the Walmart. Oh, 

wait. Thatõs just my view. 

Itõs fun, and if you have an 

obsession with the night sky, as I do, 

itõs informative. I could look at the 

moon and stars for hours and just 

dreamé 

Other people in todayõs Gospel had 

a star obsessionñthe Magi. They could 

have been kings, philosophers, wise 

men, or astrologers, we donõt know for 

sure. We assume there were three in 

the party because of the number of 

giftsñgold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

We know this for sure: they didnõt have 

SkyView or modern transportation. 

What they did have was perseverance 

and tenacity.  

The passage says they arrived 

òfrom the eastó after seeing a kingõs 

star at is rising. Historians estimate 

that their trip to Jerusalem could have 

taken more than a year, perhaps as 

long as two years, by camel, not 

including research and prep time. St. 

Matthew tells us that they found 

Joseph and Mary with Jesus in a house, 

so they were out of the barn and settled 

by the time the Magi arrived.  

Determined to find the newborn 

king, the Magi went to the current 

king, mean old Herod, and asked him. 

Herod wasnõt ready to give up the 

throne, but he put on a good show. òTell 

me where to find the child, and I will 

worship him, too,ó he suggests to the 

seekers. Yeah, right. Heõs out for blood. 

So, the Magi keep following the star 

and end up in Bethlehem, the Holy 

Family before them. They present their 

gifts, their mission accomplished, and 

instead of informing Herod, go home 

another route.  

Perseverance. Those men had this 

virtue in spades. Right in front of me, 

taped to my monitor, is this quote by 

Calvin Coolidge: òNothing in the world 

can take the place of persistence. 

Talent will not; nothing is more 

common than unsuccessful men with 

talent. Genius will not; unrewarded 

genius is almost a proverb. Education 

will not; the world is full on educated 

d e r e l i c t s .  P e r s i s t e n c e  a n d 

determination alone are omnipotent.ó I 

truly believe this.  

In our house, the motto was: Wish. 

Work. Wait. We avoided instant 

gratification for the boys as much as we 

could and encouraged patience and 

persistence. Hey, it didnõt always work, 

and we often were the meanest parents 

in the world. But we persisted. We 

didnõt believe in Nintendos (THE game 

system of that era), GameBoys, or a 

television set in the bedroom. If they 

started a sport, they finished it, never 

missing practices. They worked for 

their dad in the summertime and 

learned to cook with me in the kitchen. 

When I sewed their Halloween 

costumes, they pushed the foot pedal 

for me. We played board games, and, 

when they were too old for nighttime 

stories, played cards on my bed until it 

was time to go to sleepñSlapJack, War, 

Blackjackéso much fun. When they 

were old enough to drive, they saved 

their money and bought their own cars 

or trucks.  

I used to tell them only two things 

mattered to me: their relationship with 

God and their education. So, when their 

time at St. Patõs ended, we drove the 

Interstate to St. Maryõs and Notre 

Dame for eight years. Every minute in 

the car was worth it. We fussed, talked, 

fought, gossiped, listened to every rap 

song ever made, and bonded tighter 

than any three people could be. Itõs just 

my opinion, but the result was two 

happy, hard -working, consistent, 

intelligent, persistent young men. And 

very handsome, I might add.  

Throughout the Bible are stories of 

persistence, about people who refused 

to give up: Moses, Ruth, Joseph (the 

guy with the coat of many colors), 

Jeremiah, David, Job, Samson, Peter, 

Paul. And today, the Magi. No matter 

how long our faith journey is, we will 

find exactly what we are looking foréif 

we have persistence.  

Parish Prayer List 

Of your charity, please offer prayers for... 

§ Those who are sick: Shelly Kraus, Larry Lowe, Shannon Kiro, George Kiro (Nick 

Kiroôs sister and father), Randy Campbell, Shawn Campbell, Sal Carmona, Rose 

Determan, Robert Fealy, Carl Ford (Lynne Shaverôs father),  Sara Jane Huntz, Mary Ann 

Murray, Matt McCauley, Julieta Rilling, Burke Riley, Mike Riley, Jane Taylor, and Megan 

Westfall. 

§ Those who have died: May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.   Amen. 

§ Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life 

§ All Military Personnel: Ryan Faulkner, Fr Jeff Paveglio, Alan Hamilton 
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NOTEWORTHY EVENTS 

January ð Soup 

8  Sun:  Dead Theologians Society 

15 Sun: 10:30, GIFT, cafeteria 

              DTS-6pm 

19 Thu: 6pm, SoulCore exercise, cafeteria 

22 Sun: 10:30, Confirmation Class, 

Cafeteria 

22 Sun:  DTS-6pm 

29 Sun:  DTS-6pm 

т 

T 
hank you to all who donated so generously to the poinsettia tress. The poinsettias will be 

available for  you to take beginning Monday, January 9.  

John and Sissie Riley by Pam, Sharon, Sally & John; Mary Ann Murray and Mary Taylor by T. J. and Mindi Hall; 
John J. Jordan Jr. by J. J. and Melissa Jordan; Susan Allen D'Annunzio by Larry and Carol Dodson; Charles Garton by 

Rusty and Melissa Allison; Bob and Teresa Moran by Marvin and Judy Stewart; Danny Elliott  by Chris and Jesse Cunningham; 
Dan and Edith Messeneger, Fr. O'Donovan and Fr. Murphy by Mike and Rose Neal; Mrs Kraus by Rose, Briana and Kami; 
Susan Allen D'Annunzio by Larry and Carol Dodson; Minnich and Wagoner Families by Joe and Mary Wagoner; Fred Turner 
Sr. by Fred and Michele Turner; Louie Byrd and Otto Paugh by Eric and Barb Paugh; Judy Edwards by Gene Edwards; Bob 
and Teresa Moran, The Kenney Sisters by John and Janice McCarty; Bob Rittenhouse, James and Brenice Garton, Bob and 
Dolly Rittenhouse & Eileen Garton by Mary Ellen Rittenhouse; Clarence Weber and Marie Sims by Bob and Kathy Sims; 
J.B.Parker by Mary Jane Parker; John Angotti  by Violet Angotti; Hines and Brumley families by Junior and Veronica Brumley; 
Matt McCauley by Frances McCauley and Barbara King; Jack White by Jeremy and Jenny Garton; Mary Jo Franklin, Gary 
Franklin, The Kenney Sisters by Mike and Sharon Franklin; Rose Ann Swiger, Therese Calabrese and Antoineete Biggs, 
Stanley and Delcie Moneypenny, Mary Sloan by Tim and Beth Moneypenny; Wilt, Kraus, Snyder and Marlow families by 
Stanley and Lisa Marlow; Deceased family members by Dale and Micki Snyder, Matthew and Catherine Linger by Edwards/
Linger families; Deceased family members by Dr. and Emma Pascasio; Robert Joseph Hines by Helen Tomaro; Deceased 
family members by Barbara Daugherty; Deceased Members of the Shearer and Shock families by Garry Lynne Shearer; 
William Rowan, Edna Broschart and Isabelle Nutter by Dan and Sandra Mick; Rose Ann Swiger by Bob Swige; Bill and 
Rosemary Ballard, Lawrence and Pauline Pickens by Susie Pickens; Paul, and Catherine Jakubec and Cathy Jakubec 
Markham by Paul John Jakubec, MD; Murray and Swiger families by Mary Ann Murray; Deceased family members and 
friends by Larry and Luanne Bowers; Marjorie Ruppert by Tom Ruppert. 
 
Additional donors are: Jim and Patty Bohan; Nicholas and Erica Kiro; Sam and Marissa Aman; Mark and Kathy Ruppert; Faye 
Mullooly; Frank Lydon; Tim and Kim Derico; Paul and Helen Derico; Jimmy and Kay Butcher; Bob and Pam Thompson; Jim 
Weber; John and Kathy Weber; Greg and Mary Walker; Mike ang Marge Tierney; Ruth Thompson; Bill and Brenda Riley; Martin and 
Peggy Riley; Jim and Tanya Riley; Tony and Najat Naim; Jim Myers; Ed and Sue Lydon; Ed and Mary Lough; Dave and Becky King; 
Pat Karp; Ed and Shirley Hubbs; Rock and Dorothy Garton; Judy Foster; Sarah and Grant Riffle; Frank Angotti; Don and Sheila 
West; and Butch Cain. 


