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A PRAYER FOR THE
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Jesus, you are constantly coming to your people,

even when we fail to see you.

In each and every moment that we are blessed

to recognize you here and now,

give us the courage to leap with joy at your coming.

Amen.
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The first reading is taken from 2 Sam-
uel 7:1-5; 8-11;16 and refers to when
David was anointed king in Hebron by
all the tribes of Israel and Judah and his
first step was to capture Jerusalem from
the Jebusites and make it the political
capital of his kingdom.

The second reading is from the Letter
of St. Paul to the Romans 26:25-27
where he introduces himself to the
Christians in Rome and he gives an in-
complete synthesis of his theology. His
words remind us to give glory to God
this Christmas and always, for the mar-
velous things he has done for us.

The Gospel is from Luke 1:26-38. At
the moment our Lady said : "be it done
to me according to thy word" the most
stupendous event that ever happened, or
ever could happen on earth, took place
on this planet of ours. The Son of God
took on human nature in the womb of
the Blessed Virgin. We are familiar
with this story from childhood. We of-
ten say the Angelus in which this tre-
mendous act of God's love is described.
Although familiarity in this case does

not breed contempt, it does help
to blunt the real impact on our
minds of such an extraordinary
occurrence. If God had created a
very special child, and made
him into an outstanding saint, so
that he could intercede with
God for us, this would be a
great act of love for us on God's
part. Or, if he had sent an angel
from heaven in human form, to
teach us all about God and to
help us to lead holy lives, this
would deserve our deepest grati-
tude. But neither a saintly man,
nor a holy angel could do for us
all that God wanted. No man or
angel could make us adopted

MLSRRBEEE sons of God and heirs of heav-

en. It was necessary, in God's plan for
us, that his divine Son should become
man, should share our humanity, so that
we could share his divinity.

Could infinite love have gone any
further? Our creation, the fact that we
exist as human beings on earth, is a
great gift to us on the part of God. Of
what value could eighty, a hundred,
even seven hundred years of a continu-
ously happy life on this earth be for us
if we learned that we had to depart life
forever one day? In a world tormented
by sin and its evil effects our normal
span of life would be less satisfying.
However, when God created us, he so
planned that our stay here would be but
a stage, a stepping stone in fact, toward
our everlasting home. We are well
aware indeed of the lengths to which
God's love has gone in order to make us
his children and heirs to his kingdom.
Are we, however, grateful to him for the
love he has shown us? Are we honestly
and sincerely trying to make ourselves
worthy of the great future he has in
store for us?

Coun

Interested in Advertising in The Lewis

ty Catholic Times?

Call 304-269-3048

St. Patrick Catholic School
Pre-School — 8th Grade

224 Center Ave.

Weston, WV 26452
www.stpatswv.org

304-269-5547

email: st.pats@stpatswv.org
Maureen Gildein, Principal

Regina Frazier, Secretary

Commentary for the Readings in
the Extraordinary Form: Fourth
Sunday of Advent

"John, the son of Zachary," to a
world now awaiting its God, pleads
for our final pre-Christmas "make
ready." "Make ready the way of the
Lord, make straight His
paths" (Gospel).

Heroically, in the desert, he warns
against the softness of life in the city,
pictured in the background. Alive to the
danger of a "soft garments" life, he is
seen in a rough "garment of camel hair,"
carrying a baptismal shell, "preaching a
baptism of repentance."

Excerpted from My Sunday Missal,
Confraternity of the Precious Blood

Today is a suitable occasion to look
right into our hearts, to see how we
stand with God. During the week we
shall be keeping the feast of Christmas.
The Baby in the manger will remind us
of what God has done and is still doing
for us. What are we doing in return?
Have we shown our gratitude by living
as true followers of Christ? If most of us
must answer : "no," this is the time to
change our course and return to the
right road once more. God is asking this
of us today. Shall our answer be :
"behold here I am Lord, your humble
and grateful servant, let it be done to me
according to your word"?

Excerpted from The Sunday Read-
ings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.

"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with
you." But she was greatly troubled at
what was said and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. Then the an-
gel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.
"Behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall
name him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father, and he will
rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no
end."

This year Advent is very short, Sun-
day being the only day in the fourth
week. In the General Roman Calendar,
today is the last day of Ad-
vent, Christmas Eve, and also
(beginning with the vigil Mass) is the
first day of Christmas time. The liturgi-
cal texts express wholehearted confi-
dence in the imminent coming of the
Redeemer. There is much joyous expec-
tation. Most families have their own
observances, customs that should be
preserved from generation to genera-
tion. Today is the last day of our Christ-
mas Novena.
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St. Patrick
Catholic Church

210 Center Avenue
Weston, West Virginia 26452
www.spchurchweston.net
304-269-3048
304-269-1244 (fax)

Pastor:
Rev. James R. DeViese, Jr., J.C.L.
pastor@spchurchweston.net

Secretary:
Sandra Mick, Parish Secretary
secretary@spchurchweston.net

Weekend Masses:

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.,

Sunday, 9:30 a.m.,
12:30 p.m. (Latin)

Reconciliation:
Wednesday and Saturday, 5:00pm,
Sunday, 8:45 & 11:45 a.m.

Weekday Masses:
M, T, Th, F, 8:15 a.m. Wed., 6:00 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration:
Wednesday, 5:00 to 5:45p.m.
Friday, 9:00 to 9:30a.m.

(See Weekly Schedule for any
changes to times or location!)

Religious Education
CCD and Sacramental Prep
Sunday, 8:30—9:15, school
Introduction to Catholicism/RCIA
Sunday, 8:30—9:15, parish office

Parish Office Hours:
e Sunday, 10:30 - 12:30
e Monday, 9 - 4

e Tuesday, 9 - 4

e Wednesday, 9 - 1

e Thursday, 1 - 8

e Friday, 9 - 1

Prayer Chain:
Micki Snyder, 304 269-3688
or 304 476-8819

You May Be Wondering...

Q: This year the 4th Sunday of Advent (December 23rd/24th) comes right
before Christmas. Do we have to come to Mass twice?
A: Yes. This is on Jesus’ gift list this year.

Choose one of our weekend Masses:

Saturday, Dec. 23 at 6pm, Sunday, Dec. 24 at 9:30am and

12:30pm (Latin).

Add one from our Christmas Mass schedule:
Sunday, Dec. 24th at 6pm, Monday, Dec. 25 at midnight,

9:30 am and 12:30 pm (Latin).

You have many options to choose how to fulfill both your weekend obligation

and you Christmas obligation!

Q: Will the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God also be a Holy Day of Ob-

ligation?

A: No. New Year’s Day is not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2018.

The Mystery of Christmas

By Fr. Larry Richards

THE MYSTERY
CHRISTMAS

With humor, compassion,

and clarity, Fr. Larry &
illuminates the true joy of
Christmas and inspires us
to better recognize, receive
and respond to God’s
immense love for us.

FR. LARRY RICHARDS

“Fr. Richards challenged me to
enter into the Christmas story
with my eyes opened ... not just
by celebrating Jesus’ birth, but
by participating in his life!”

—Maureen, Spencer, NY

Bulletin Deadline

Announcements for the Lewis County
Catholic Times must be submitted by
4pm on Tuesday. Email submissions to:
secretary@spchurchweston.net.
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Join Us for The March For
Life Bus Trip

THE 45™ ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE in
Washington, D.C. commemorates the 1973
Supreme Court legalization of abortion,
which has resulted in the deaths of over 60
million innocent, unborn children. Please join
the March to help us rededicate ourselves to
stopping this culture of death. A bus, spon-
sored by the Monongalia Chapter of West
Virginians for Life, will leave on Friday, Jan-
uary 19, 2018, from the Sears parking lot at
the Morgantown Mall at 4:30 a.m. to return
there on the same day around 11:00 p.m. The
bus will arrive in Washington in time for the
Congressional Delegation meeting at 10:00
a.m. in 2168 Rayburn House Office Building.
The cost is $15/person or $30/family of 3 or
more. Call 304-282-5756 for reservations,
which are required.

Parish Office Closed

The parish office will be closed
Sunday, Dec. 24  through
Tuesday, December 26. We will
operate on our normal office

hours December 27, 28, 29. We
will then be closed on Sunday,

December 31 and Monday
January 1. Have a blessed and
safe Christmas and New Year!

Weekly Devotions

Wednesday
5:00p Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-

ment
5:20p Rosary and Miraculous Medal
Novena
5:45p Benediction

Friday (When students are present.)
9:00a Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment
9:30a Benediction

Need Help? Get Help!

Alcoholics Anonymous
AA - Tues., Thurs., & Sat.,
8pm school basement. I
Narcotics Anonymous
NA - Mon., 7pm school basement I

Use the door on the side of the
school building facing the rectory for I
AA and NA meetings.

Please Return Unsold Concert Tickets

Please begin turning in leftover tickets from your group and all
money collected after masses on Saturday and Sunday, December
16,17, & 23 to Trustee, John Moran, Grand Knight, Chris Todd,
Steve Corley, Jim Mehr, John Collins, or JJ Jordan. All tickets
must be accounted for to WVU, by ticket number on December
24,

Teams:

e Chad Westfall 101-200
e Jim Mehr 201-300
e Jeremy Garton 301-400
e Rob Clem 401-500
e Armando Almase 501-600
e JJ Jordan 701-800

Tickets are still available through the church office
for late purchasers and can also be purchased
online at: ww.KOC1415.0rg.

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Festival Orchestra And Chorus
Friday, Dec. 29, 2017
Tickets $11
Lyell B. Clay Center, Morgantown, WV
Transportation available!

FOR TRANSPORTATION RESERVATIONS-This can be
provided from St. Patrick Church to WVU by contacting
Rob/304-439-4825 or Suzi/304-884-7658 or Judy/304-517-
9127. Leave your name , email, and/or phone number and
this will be coordinated.

COME CELEBRATE the BIRTH of CHRIST!

Mass Time Change

Mass on Tuesday, December 26 will be at 6pm.
There will not be an 8:15 Mass that morning!

Liturgical Calendar for the Traditional Latin Mass During

the Week
12/26  St. Stephen, Deacon & Protomartyr
12/27  St. John the Evangelist, Apostle
12/28  Holy Innocents
12/29  5th Day in the Octave of Christmas
12/30  6th Day in the Octave of Christmas

This Week’s Liturgical Calendar

Saturday— December 23
Saint John of Kanty, Priest
5:00p Confessions
6:00p Anticipated Sunday Mass for fClarence Weber by
family
Sunday — December 24
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:45a  Confessions
9:30a  Mass for Mary "Marc" McLaughlin by Joe, Jack,
and John McLaughlin
11:45a Confessions
12:30p Mass (Latin) for People of the Parish
Fourth Sunday of Advent

MASSES FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Sun., Dec. 24 6:00p

Mass for tAlice Murray by Mary Ellen Lydon
Mon., Dec. 25 Midnight

Mass for People of the Parish
Mon., Dec. 25 9:30

Mass for tCharles Garton by Deborah K. Garton
Mon., Dec. 25 12:30p

Mass (Latin) for the Intentions of the Celebrant

The Nativity of Our Lord

Tuesday — December 26
Saint Stephen, The First Martyr
6:00p Mass for fJames A. Weber by family
Wednesday — December 27
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
5:05p Confessions
6:00p Mass for TCeferina Pedrosa by family
Thursday — December 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:15a  Mass for fShelly Kraus
Friday — December 29
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
8:15a  Mass for Rev. Bartholomew Stack
Saturday— December 30
Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
5:00p Confessions
6:00p Anticipated Sunday Mass for fJames Blake by
family
Sunday — December 31
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
8:45a  Confessions
9:30a  Mass for People of the Parish
11:45a Confessions
12:30p Mass (Latin) Richard Ryan by Robert D'Aurora
Sunday in the Octave of Christmas

MASS INTENTIONS: Please contact the parish
office or use one of the envelopes in the vestibule
to schedule your Mass Intentions.




Charitable Giving 32nd Annual Lewis County Christmas Dinner Ministry Schedule for

Weekend Masses,
Dec. 30 & 31

Saturday, December 30, 2017
Servers: Ethan Mehr, Ian Droppleman,
Kami Franklin
Reader: Brenda Riley
EMHC: John Weber, Larry & Luanne
Bowers
Cantor: Brenda Reed

Parish Prayer List

The 32nd Annual Lewis County Christmas Dinner is Monday, December 25,
from 10am to 2pm at the Lewis County Senior Citizens Center on West Second
Street. A delicious traditional meal of turkey, ham, and all the trimmings is the menu.

Dine in, carry out, or have your dinner delivered to you. To place an order, call
304-884-6789 and please leave a message.

Volunteers are needed for Dec. 24 and Christmas Day for food preparation,
serving, and cleanup. Drivers are needed for delivery to the those who can’t make it
out. To volunteer call Ella Clem at 304-269-4028.

Donations of desserts may be dropped off at the Senior Center on December 24
from 12pm to 3pm.

The Lewis County Christmas Dinner is staffed entirely by volunteers and funded
by donations. If you wish to make a monetary donation, make checks payable to:
Lewis County Christmas Dinner, and mail them to PO Box 1012, Weston, WV
26452.

As the year draws to a close, many begin
to consider giving to charitable organizations.
Our parish community offers several opportuni-
ties for giving as a 501(c)3 organization:

Of your charity, please offer prayers for...

¢ Those who are sick: Shane Rowan (Sandy Mick’s brother) (Ruby),
Sam McLaughin (Matt’s brother), Barbara Ables, Amanda Smith
Burcham, James Carni, Steve Colburn, Rose Determan, Larry Dodson,
Anita Droppleman, Robert Fealy, Seth Fishbaugh (Laura Determan’s
cousin), Nathan Fisher, Carl Ford (Lynne Shaver’s step-dad), Mary
Groover, Bobby Gill, Mandy Heater, Ed Hubbs, Jim Kerrigan, Jeff
Linger, Matt McCauley, Donna Moore, Mary Ann Murray, Burke Riley,
Mike Riley, Tim Rinehart, Cathy Snuffer, Kinley Weaver, Jane White

¢ Those who have died: Shelly Kraus, Gerry Donaldson, May the souls
of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

e OQOur Sunday collections constitute about
70% of our parish operating budget. The
rest comes from royalties and donations.
The parish is always grateful for the gener-
osity of all who contribute to continue the
mission of St. Patrick's. Checks can be
made payable to St. Patrick Church.

e The St. Patrick School Annual Fund is an

Sunday, December 31, 2017
Servers: Jack Paugh, Joe & Tom Derico
Reader: Joe Jerden
EMHC: Jeremy & Jenny Garton, Erin

ongoing fundraising effort that helps to fund
our parish school, keeping the cost of edu-
cation down. Checks can be made to St.
Patrick School Annual Fund.

Our parish school is also blessed to benefit
from The St. Patrick School Foundation, an
invested fund of over $1.8 million, that pro-
vides a portion of the returns to our school
each year. The Foundation's mission is to
ensure the long-term stability and viability
of St. Patrick School through a combination
of fundraising and investment. Checks may
be made to The St. Patrick School Founda-
tion.

All gifts are tax-deductible. Contact the

Parish Office for more details.

As you consider your end-of-year charita-

ble giving, please consider one of the above,
that our parish and school may continue to
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ here in Lewis
County and beyond for many years to come!

The best Catholic content.
All in one place.

It's EASY and FREE to Register!
Go to formed.org/register
Enter Access Code: wpvBMM

Enter your email and create a password
(you need this to login later)

Enjoy and share with others in our
local community!

Learn more at formed.org

Thank You for the Plastic Bags

Thank you to everyone who donated
plastic bags this week to help with the
backpack food program. Please keep bring-
ing them in. Each week, the program uses
134 bags to send food home to 67 students
who attend Robert Bland Middle School.
The food items are double bagged to make
transport easier.

Bags can be left in the church vestibule
of dropped off at the parish office during
normal office hours.

Thank you to everyone who has given
food or donations to this program. If you
wish to make a monetary donation, make
church with
“backpack” in the memo line.

check payable to the

A very special thank you to Kim Deri-
co and family for their dedication to this
program!

2018 CALENDARS

The 2018 parish calendars are in
the vestibule. Please pick one up
today.

Parish Membership & Benefits:
To be considered an “active” member of the parish
(and thus eligible for Sacraments, sponsor eligibility,
and the “Catholic tuition” rate at St. Patrick’s School),
the parish takes into account family & individual in-
volvement in parish life and ministries, and Mass at-

tendance. Mass attendance is only able to be tracked
accurately via collection envelopes. If you are not
receiving envelopes currently, please contact the parish
office. Parishioners over 18 are encouraged to register
as their own household to help us keep records accu-
rate and up-to-date.

Scripture
Readings

Week of Dec. 25, 2017

Monday
Vigil
Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5; Acts 13:16
-17,22-25; Mt 1:1-25
Night
Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-6; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn
Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6,11-12; Ti
3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day
Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-
6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18

Tuesday
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-
4, 6, 8ab, 16bc-17; Mt 10:17-22

Wednesday
1Jn1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-
12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Thursday
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8;
Mt 2:13-18

Friday
1Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk
2:22-35

Saturday
1Jn2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk
2:36-40

Sunday
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6;
21:1-3; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk
2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40

Turner
Cantor: Lisa Marlow

December Rosary Leaders:
Saturday: Margaret Blake
Sunday: Micki Snyder

December Linens: Melissa Allison

Dec. Funeral Greeters: Mary Wagoner

and Mary Ellen Rittenhouse

January Rosary Leaders:
Wednesday: Steve Moran
Saturday: Tom Ruppert
Sunday: Jeremy Garton

January Linens: Barb King

Jan. & Feb. Funeral Greeters: Gennette

Casto and Barb King

Amen.

¢ Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life
¢ All Military Personnel: Alan Hamilton, Aaron Hamilton

UPCOMING EVENTS

December

Christmas Mass Schedule
24 Sun: 6pm,Christmas Mass
25 Mon: Midnight
9:30am
12:30pm (Latin)
26 Tue: 6pm, Mass

Chorus, Clay Center, Morgantown
31 Sun: No CCD, RCIA or DTS

29 Fri: Christmas Festival Orchestra and

Weekly Attendance & Collection

Saturday: 85
Sunday: 197
Latin Mass: 40
General: $4909
Loan: $1051
School: $140
Latin Mass: $530

Upcoming Second Collections

e  Christmas Liturgies: Catholic Charities
of West Virginia

Catholic Charities Collection

If one suffers in poverty, we all suffer. Throughout the Mountain State, Catholic Charities West Virginia (CCWVa) provides

assistance to the forgotten elderly, the hungry children and the people struggling paycheck to paycheck. Annual contributions to
the second collection on Christmas directly impact the amount of assistance and quality of service CCWVa provides in our ser-
vice region of which your parish is a part.
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Ministry Schedule for Christmas Masses, Dec. 24 & 25, 2017

Sunday, December 24, 2017
6pm

Servers: Payton and Jordyn
Aman, Joe and Tom
Derico, Ian Riffle, Lily
Davis

Reader: Deanna Pascasio

Gifts:  Sarah Riffle and
family

EMHC: Paul Derico, Margaret
Blake, John Weber

Cantor: Donna Lake

Monday, December 25, 2017 | Monday, December 25, 2017

Midnight

Servers: Logan and Hayden
Barnette, Erin and
Morgan Turner, Jayna
Jerden, Ethan Mehr

Reader: Danielle Mick

Gifts:  Jerden family

EMHC: Judy Foster, Tom
Ruppert, Jim Mehr

Cantor: John Collins

9:30am

Servers: Hunter and Joseph
Blake

Reader: Jenny Garton

EMHC: Larry and Luanne
Bowers, Micki Snyder

Cantor: Jeremy Garton




