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The Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

T 
he first reading is taken from the 
Book of the Prophet Isaiah 49:3, 
5-6 and is the second of the 
"suffering servant" prophecies, 

found in Isaiah. These were prophecies 
uttered during the Babylonian exile to 
encourage the Jewish exiles to persevere 
in their trust in Yahweh, who would soon 
liberate them from Babylon, and 
eventually send them the long-expected 
Messiah, promised to Abraham. 
The second reading is from the first 

Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 1:1
-3. The opening verses of this letter have 
been chosen for the reading because they 
show the prophecy, read in the first 
lesson, as fulfilled among the pagans, as 
well as emphasizing the purpose of the 
Messiah's coming: the sanctification and 
true enlightenment of all nations. 
The Gospel is from St. John 1:29-34. 

The pages of the Gospel present John the 
Baptist as a symbolic example of a 
�µbridegroom�¶s friend�¶����as Christ�¶s 
excellent and exemplary witness. The 
Baptist�¶s pre-eminent witness was 
affirmed in two ways: firstly with regard 
to the content of his testimony and 
secondly with respect to its style. 
With regard to the content of his 

testimony, the Baptist identified Jesus as 
�µ�W�K�H�� �/�D�P�E�� �R�I�� �*�R�G�� �Z�K�R�� �W�D�N�H�V�� �D�Z�D�\�� �W�K�H��
�V�L�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�¶��(Jn 1:29). Anticipating 
Jesus�¶��messianic and salvific role, each of 
the four evangelists start their Gospels 
with the Baptist�¶s words. The Lamb refers 
to the idea of salvation. The Lamb is the 
gift of liberation that, following the flight 
from Egypt, the Israelites sacrificed to the 
Lord. The Lamb recalls the servant of the 

Lord, the messianic image described by 
the Prophet Isaiah, �µ�O�L�N�H���D���O�D�P�E���O�H�G���W�R���W�K�H��
�V�O�D�X�J�K�W�H�U-�K�R�X�V�H���� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �V�K�H�H�S�� �G�X�P�E��
�E�H�I�R�U�H�� �L�W�V�� �V�K�H�D�U�H�U�V�¶ (Is 53:7). The Lamb 
recalls the image of the Victorious Lamb 
in the Book of the Apocalypse who at the 
end of time will definitively destroy evil 
and sin. John the Baptist is therefore, an 
authoritative witness who knew Jesus�¶��
exact identity and why He came amongst 
men. 
With regard to John the Baptist�¶s 

style, St John�¶s Gospel (cfr Jn 3:28-29) 
presents St John the Baptist through the 
image of the �µbridegroom�¶s friend�¶����He 
gives witness, yet is not positioned central 
to the events that are unfolding. His 
testimony is totally centralised on Christ. 
John indicates the presence of the Lord 
and then steps into the margins. �µ�,���D�P���Q�R�W��
�W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶ and he goes on to affirm �µI am 
the one who has been sent to go in front 
of him. �
�,�W���L�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�G�H�J�U�R�R�P�� �Z�K�R���K�D�V�� �W�K�H��

�E�U�L�G�H���� �D�Q�G�� �\�H�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�G�H�J�U�R�R�P�
�V�� �I�U�L�H�Q�G����
�Z�K�R�� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �O�L�V�W�H�Q�V�� �W�R�� �K�L�P���� �L�V��
�I�L�O�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �M�R�\�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�L�G�H�J�U�R�R�P�
�V�� �Y�R�L�F�H����
�7�K�L�V�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �M�R�\�� �,�� �I�H�H�O���� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�� �L�V�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H����
�+�H�� �P�X�V�W�� �J�U�R�Z�� �J�U�H�D�W�H�U���� �,�� �P�X�V�W�� �J�U�R�Z��
�O�H�V�V���¶(Jn 3:28-30) 
Today�¶s Gospel offers us an eloquent 

example to imitate, so that we can also 
become Christ�¶s authoritative witnesses. 
A believer can only give an authoritative 
witness if it coexists in perfect harmony 
with two of the Baptist�¶s evangelical 
qualities. Firstly, knowledge of Christ that 
is cultivated through prayer, the 
sacramental and ecclesial life, reading 
good books and edifying friendships. 
Secondly, the constant attributes of a 
�µbridegroom�¶s friend�¶��who goes in search 
of the Groom through the virtue of 
humility because always, in everyone�¶s 
life, Christ must increase and we must 
decrease! 
~From the Congregation for the Clergy 
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Saturday 

4:00 p.m. ï��Good Shepherd 
6:30 p.m. ï��St. Patrick 

 
 
 

Sunday 

8:30 a.m. ï��St. Boniface 
10:30 a.m. ï��St. Patrick 

12:30 p.m. ï��St. Patrick (Latin) 
 


