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A Christmas Message for Bishop Mark E. Brennan
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

Christmas Message, 2024

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we all have memories of Christmas: presents we eagerly opened as
children, traveling to see relatives out of state, decorating the Christmas tree, going to and maybe serving
Christmas Masses. But the most important memory surely is the child lying in the manger.

Whether we see him in a small creche in our home or a larger one in our parish church, the Christ Child
reminds us of the true meaning of our Christmas celebrations: the Son of God was sent by the Father to
become man, being “born of the Virgin Mary” (the Apostles’ Creed).

As we sing in the carol “Silent Night,” Christ’s birth was “the dawn of redeeming grace,” for he would
free us from sin by his sacrifice on the cross. But he was born for more: as Charles Wesley, who wrote
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” put it, Christ was “born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them
second birth.” He rose from death to enable all men and women to inherit the fullness of eternal life
through their resurrection from the dead.

Christmas, then, points to Good Friday and Easter. We rejoice when a baby is born but this baby was
different. He came into the world to save us from the enemies we cannot defeat on our own: sin and death.
Let’s not sentimentalize Christmas. The baby whose arms stretched out to embrace Mary and Joseph and
welcome the shepherds would later be stretched out on the cross to embrace the whole world. He was born
that we might die to sin; he died that we might rise to new life; he rose to restore a renewed creation to his
Father.

Rejoice not so much that Christ was born, as you were. Rejoice that he was born to do what you could
never do. Rejoice that you have a Savior who loves you so much that he would humble himself to be born
in humility, suffer for us all and open for us the path to heaven. As you “toil along the climbing way with
painful steps and slow” (“It Came upon a Midnight Clear”), remember what the angels sang at his birth:
“Peace on earth to those on whom his favor rests.” His favor rests on you!

Merry Christmas!

Sincerely in Christ,
—+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
A Holy Day of Obligation
January 1
Mass - 6:00 p.m.

Mass on Tuesday, December 31 will be Mass for the
Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas.
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Mary Lou Carter




Brooks' Body Shop
20 Brookview Drive - %’) ]

Weston, WV 26452
304-269-7257
Cell 304-266-2143

brooksbodyshop41@aol.com

2774 Old Route 33
Horner, WV 26372

(304) 306-8991
kate@gartonregroup.com
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Kate Garton, Broker

MENTION THIS
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SAVE 10%

mcﬂyoutdoors.com *excludes serialized items
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HEATER-GARTON

INSURANCE

Ryan B. Jeffries

General Manager

rieffries@heater-garton.com

400 US Highway 33 East
Weston, WV 26452

(304) 269-3095

www.heater-garton.com
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202 Bland St
Weston, WV

304-269-1333

95 l'lQS
304-269-2952
304-931-9379

jmgrafixwv@gmail.com

In-Home Care Department
304-269-5738 | <

171 W. 2nd Street  Weston, WV

JOHN LAW CPA, A.C.
132 FIRST ST., WESTON
304-269-3304

JOHN E. LAW, CPA
354UV3EHS($VC\)/:\1(33E BETTY HILL, CPA
TOM STARK
304-997-3228
Hickory
House LLC.

Rental Properties
and Campsites

304-695-1007
Safe,
Strong
and

Bank
Since 1891

ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL®

Care
Home

Physician Referral Line
304-473-2200

YOUR SHED, YOUR WAY

FEATURING TIME-HONORED cRAFTSMANSHIP
AND INDUSTRY LEADING INNOVATION Ve
ALSO OFFERING CARPORTS, 4
METAL GARAGES AND MORE
Pine View Buildings
of Weston, WV

681-433-9873
Randy Stark Parishioner
weston@pineview.biz
1052 US-33 Weston, WV 26452

Secure.

1 Amalia Drive
Buckhannon

Stonewall Veterinary Hospital, Inc.

Tonya Pickens, DVM
(304) 997-8059

3080 Old Route 33
Horner, WV 26372

Stonewallvethospital@gmail.com
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Funeral Home and C mmr.vn Service
-’

Jonathan D. Clutter, Licensee-in-charge,

Patrick D. Boyle, Funeral Director

144 Hackers Creek Road
Jane Lew, WV 26378

304-884-2400

www.patboylefuneralhome.com

$330 per year

$975 per year




